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| STUDENT PAPER
This paper was written in response to the following assignment:

Write a 500-750 word persuasive €ssay 2
ing about subjects such as abortion or ca
unique angle. Document use of any outside sOuUrces.

bout a current social or political issue. Avoid writ-

pital punishment unless you can provide a new or

FIRST DRAFT WITH INSTRUCTOR'S COMMENTS

This college, like many others, has and needs a Black Student Union. It has nothing to do

vl:t./;e;zk ;‘/ajue What does everyone ‘seem to think”?  What claims?
ith what everyone seems to think it has. A lot of people who make these claims have nev
er

the paper. What a’tkft/le)/ see in the paver?

that, in fact, serves |
’ ’ ots i o
of non-blacks because the Acarﬁdpemic ‘S’Vor-;{.s missing?
upport Cent&r. The union

received money last
year, but .
most of it went to fix the building, which does belong tothe
» Which does belong t0

university.
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Many people criticize the Black s ’4
tudent Center f
or

0 .

ostering”?

oresti ial discriminati
ng racial discrimination.

€grated .
well state A dorms, attend Integrated classes, and play

integrated teams. The
oninteg few hours 3 week a stydent might spend at the BSU hardly
threatens to create racial isolation, Other students have specialized centers. and no

¥

one seems bothered about that. In addition, People have accused the BSU of beinga
hotbed of radical politics. | see ng evidence of this, explai expand
Black students need the BSU, Black students are 3 minority on this campus.

It is easy for them to feel alienateq and isolated. And they are at high risk for

failure. “Since only one of eight black males entering a university will graduate, it

is imperative that we seek remedies to support their academic achievement and
Link quote to your text, explain who Smith s,

professional advancement”(Smith). And the BSU does just that. Black students
have problems finding friends and building positive reinforcement networks that
provide needed personal support. Because few of their friends in high school

were college-bound, they had to isolate themselves and study on their own. This
habit, however, is not always the best strategy in college. Many students benefited
from “social promotion” and when they get to college, they discover that their

A's and B’s were really more equal to C's and D’s in better suburban schools. The
Black Student Union offers African Americén students a place to relax, to interact

with older students, and work to make the university a more hospitable place for

minorities.
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REVISED DRAFT

Why a Black Student Union?

Before any controversial issue can be discussed, there is usually a certain amount of mis-
information to deal with. This is clearly the case with the Black Student Union. Many students
have voiced concern and written letters to the editor since the college paper revealed that
$540,000 was being allocated to the Union (Kane 1). The article stated that $52,000 was going
to salaries, making the Black Student Union the only student organization with a paid staff.

First of all, the bulk of the money allocated to the Union is dedicated to renovating the
building, which is university property. Constructed in 1962, the building has not had major
repairs since 1974. Roof leaks, first reported to the administration three years ago, have led
to substantial and costly damage. In addition, it is the only building that was not retrofitted
with new heating and air conditioning systems in 1996 (CSU 22). Also, the building still does

not comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Wheelchair ramps must be installed
by court order (CSU 23).

tSSe‘;:rtzen;):L;ircliot zzﬁt:trtrf;e Ur;l_o|n receives E.l salary for student activities. Five graduate stu-
P b th:‘; lakclasses. Giv?n the lack of space in the cramped Academic
the Center. Mar,ly non-black s?cfjd et aoonlon makes sense and Sresles Torm OpATES
than b the g o ents attend classes and remedial seminars at the Union. Less
ot the Internet course last semester were African American (Kane2)
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uld blacks have their own facility?
n as a kind of self-imposed apart-
ally hostile militancy.

f segregation. We live
and serve on

But there are other objections to the Union. Why Sh?
Many on campus see the presence of a black student unio ;
heid. The Union has also been criticized for being the center of racli

The Black Student Union hardly threatens to impose a NEW kind 0
in integrated dorms, atteng integrated classes, participate in integrated sports,
mostly white and Asian academic committees. The few hours a week a student might spend at
the BSU hardly threatens racia| isolation—any more than the women's center risks ending coed-
ucatiqn or th‘e- Newman Center pits Catholics against Protestants. From my Own observations,
| see little evidence of the radical and extremist politics union opponents mention. The most
popular event the. Black Student Union holds is Career Week, when black students line up to
meet representatives from AT&T, 1BM, Bank One, and 3M. Most students are concerned about
acaiizzacdpse(:formance and Fareer options rather than radical politics. True, the Union has
:if:rature" cit?deircmoanz;?:ers'a' S.Pea.ke'rs, but so has the university itself. Much of the “extremist

' : Pus editorial is not distributed by the Union. The Union receives a lot
of free literature in the mail, which has been traditionally displayed in the lobby. When it was
brought to the attention of the boarg that some of the yam FI)-ule)(cs ere anti-Seyr;'\itic members
took quick steps to screen incoming publicatio d d'p 4 4 W' F |

The real purpose of the Unjon P tions a.m |scar(.1 hate literature.

Comprising less than 5o, of the stude:ta;:S:jSt an Ar‘r'1er|cans ?0 succeed OI'.I ceampus
wha gradated from predoiinater b koh .y. blacks easily feel aherTated. partlcu-larly those
gisckestudentsTifteen major co"i aCD igh scl?ools. After stud){mg the experlences of
males entering a university will radguzst' tis S i C(')ndUded' e ony i of elgh lack
their academic achievement andg rofes:" ; ls| s th?'t e T = 0 SRS
difficulty forming friendships andp‘ ini ona afivaflcement (12). Many black students have

: Joining organizations. Often there were only a handful of
cotlege-bour'ld stude.nt? in their schools. To survive, they had to isolate themselves, studying
a!one to avoid associating with peers resentful of their dedication to academics. Outcasts in
high school, these students find college bewildering. They are not accustomed to participat-
ing in class or working in groups. They often discover that they are woefully unprepared for
college. Coming from schools with 50-75% dropout rates, many suffered from “social promo-
tion.” They discover that their A's and B's are only equal to C's and D’s in better suburban
schools. The Black Student Union offers African American students a place to relax, interact
with older students, and work to make the university a more hospitable place for minorities.

Given the history of discrimination and disadvantage faced by African Americans, the
Union can be a positive asset. Is it a crutch, an undeserved luxury? No one can deny that
black students feel handicapped on campus. No one complains about the cost of wheel-

chair ramps and elevators which benefit a handful of physically disabled students. Why
should we ignore the crippling legacy of racism?
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